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It is imperative that we take time in our busy schedules to celebrate our 
successes, our families, and the people who support us on our journey. 
 Considering this, I want to thank all of the teachers, students, 
administrators, parents, and community members that continue to 
support Prince Edward County Public Schools on its journey to 
excellence.  For the first time in several years, the Prince Edward 
County Elementary School is fully accredited.  That recognition is the 
direct result of administrators who remained focused on instructional 
programming; teachers who worked long hours preparing for and 
delivering thoughtful lessons, and expected nothing but the best from 
their students; parents who supported their children and the schools by 
encouraging the students to remain focused and reminding them of 
the value of education; and, finally, the students who worked diligently 
and demonstrated stamina and determination. 
This journey was not always easy, but anything worthwhile seldom is. 
 The accreditation success belongs to many and I want to share a 
heartfelt “thank you” for supporting our children.  As Frederick 
Douglass stated, “If there is no struggle, there is no progress.”  Now, I 
challenge all of us to remember to celebrate that progress, to celebrate 
our strength, and to celebrate our children.   
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PARENT TO PARENT
Stay in the know:  Are you 
receiving phone and email 
announcements?  If not, make 
sure your current contact 
information is on file with the 
school. The phone is used for 
school closings, announcement 
of events, and to share 
information.  Email is used for 
this newsletter and other 
announcements. If you have 
children at multiple schools, 
make sure each one has the 
correct information as some 
phone calls are school or grade 
specific. 
What are Benchmarks?  You 
may note on the calendar that 
there are two weeks set aside for 
“Benchmark Testing” and are 
wondering what those tests are 
for.  

B Y  S A R A H  M C E L F R E S H  &  P A M  T R A C Y

Progress on the middle school 
STEM lab is well underway. 
Furniture and workstations are 
currently being assembled to 
create interactive spaces for 
students to explore the many 
concepts of STEM, the  acronym 
for science, technology, 
engineering, and mathematics. 
Mobile robotics carts and 
virtual reality headsets are used 
by teachers to supplement 
instruction and provide 
students with unique hands-on 
learning experiences relevant to 
a modern digital world. We are 
proud to be participants in the 
2018 Virginia Children’s Book 
Festival where we will share a 
virtual reality experience with 
students throughout the region 
as they meet Brian Floca, author 
of “Moonshot.”  Students will 
explore Apollo 11 through the 
Google Expeditions virtual 
reality app! 
 
 

No matter your 
situation, keep 

plugging away and 
working hard 

towards your dream. 
Do not let one bad day 
or decision make you 

lose focus. 
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 It’s just what it sounds like - the 
tests are designed to see if 
students have an understanding 
of where they should be in the 
curriculum at this time.  The 
results let teachers and 
administrators see if everyone is 
on track or off with regards to the 
curriculum and student 
understanding. While overall 
scores are important and are one 
indicator of alignment to the 
curriculum, the primary purpose 
of benchmarks is to allow 
teachers to identify those areas 
that need reinforcement for all 
students or individual students. 
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Social Sciences | Mr. Boyle 
It's been an exciting time in World
History 1 classes at Prince Edward
High School!  Over the past 2 weeks,
students have been designing and
creating their own Disney Theme
Park extension based on one of the
four original river valley
civilizations.  Students were given an
entry document that outlined
Disney's desire to expand the Magic
Kingdom after acquiring a new tract
of land, by hiring consultants to
design a pamphlet, map, and press
release.  After thorough research
involving the geography, social
structure, technology, economy,
government and religion of their
civilization, students used their
findings to design a park that is not
only fun and exciting, but full of
information! 
Students presented their pitches to
the "Disney Board of Directors", after
which the class voted on which park
they would most want to be built!  
 
HS English | Mrs. Cook 
The epic poem “Beowulf” is a well-
known tale about an ancient warrior
and his epic battles against
monsters in ancient Denmark. 
Or is it?  

Students in Mrs. Cook’s senior
English classes decided that for
themselves during their annual trial
of Beowulf this fall. 
In August, Mrs. Cook’s classroom
became a courtroom and the scene
of a high-stakes trial to decide
whether the Anglo-Saxon hero
Beowulf was the hero he claimed to
be or, as one student-turned-
prosecutor framed it, “a stone-cold
killer.” 
For the project, Mrs. Cook’s
students took on different roles,
from Beowulf himself to attorneys,
news reporters and witnesses, all in
an effort to decide the fate of
Beowulf. The project involved
several days of preparation in which
the students studied the text,
interpreted its meaning and applied
basic legal principles to formulate
arguments as to whether Beowulf
acted in self-defense in his killing of
the monster Grendel or if he had
more sinister motives. 
Mrs. Cook sat in as “Judge Cook,”
and several special “guest” jurors
decided verdicts based on each
class’ representation of Beowulf’s
story. Ultimately Beowulf was
cleared of all charges, except for one
class whose prosecution
successfully argued that Beowulf
was guilty of first-degree murder. 
 

 
Pay less attention to
where you start, and
focus on where you

want to end up.  
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J.Hughes writing sample | Mr. 
Winston writes a letter to 
Cara | Ava | Grade 4 
Dear Cara, 
I will never forgive you. You 
blamed everyone else but you. 
You were acting bossy, rude 
and selfish. By the way, you 
aren't my friend anymore. You 
need to start being responsible 
and mature. You need to be nice 
and respectful. Is it your 
fault and your problem or is it 
someone elses? It sounds like 
you are keeping you safe. 
 
English 7 | Mrs. Stanley 
English 7 is busy reading fiction 
and studying the elements of 
narrative structure- plot, 
character, theme, and conflict.  
Recently we read a teleplay 
from The Twilight Zone.  We 
have also been practicing 
inferences and conclusions.  A 
fun activity for this involved a 
gallery walk with cartoons in 
which students created the 
captions.  In addition, students 
are actively composing entries 
for their Writer’s Notebooks. 
In first block, students created 
skits for the Be Respectful 
matrix review.  We filmed the 
skits and showed the iMovie to 
the grade level at lunch.   
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These are a few of our favorite
things. 
Accreditation Results, Exchange
Students, Homecoming, and
Hurricanes.  September was
rewarding here in Eagle
Country. 
 
  Did you know our Elementary
School is fully Accredited!?
Hard work by our staff and
students certainly paid off. 
        
  Our high school is currently
hosting 7 German Exchange
Students.  They attend classes
with our students, attend a class
at  Longwood University, visit
Williamsburg and
Charlottesville, and much more. 
 

    Homecoming is always an
amazing week for students and
staff.  Dressing up, decorating
and celebrating our Eagle spirit
makes for such a fun week here
on campus. 
 
    September was full of
surprises including a visit from
Hurricane Florence.  As always
we appreciate your patience and
understanding when our offices
are working hard to make the
best decisions for our families
during inclement weather
situations. 
 

 
Never limit yourself.  If
you have an idea, go

for it! Seek out
mentors and do your

research.  
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